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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2008-976
Sponsor: Council Member Hyde
Date of Introduction: October 28, 2008
Committee(s) of Reference: F, R
Date of Analysis: October 30, 2008
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; emergency enactment request
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 118 – Public Service Grants – to revise various provisions and procedures regarding the Cultural Services Grant process.  The amendment inserts language providing that Cultural Services Grant Capital Program funds shall be allocated in a lump sum to the Cultural Council on the first day of the fiscal year or as soon thereafter as is practical after the execution of the annual contract.  Non-capital cultural grant funds shall be disbursed in equal quarterly shares on the first day of each fiscal quarter or as soon thereafter as is practical, and quarterly fiscal and programmatic reports on the use of the funds from the Cultural Council shall be due to the Recreation and Community Services Department within 30 days of the end of each quarter.  City funding may be withheld for future quarters if a required quarterly report is not received in a timely manner.
Emergency approval is requested in order to make the revised policies applicable to the new fiscal year’s cultural grant funding that became available on October 1st.

Background Information: The current procedure is worded so as to effectively require cultural groups to be reimbursed by City funds for expenses already incurred in producing cultural events upon the submission of a report specifying the expenditures made in the previous fiscal quarter that are eligible for reimbursement according to the organization’s Cultural Services Grant application.  In practice, many grant recipients do not have a sufficient budget to be able to produce events and then request reimbursement at a later time.  Without access to Cultural Services Grant funds up-front, some grant-eligible productions may not be financially feasible.
Policy Impact Area: Cultural Services Grant administration
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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